
Community update 02/11

Kia ora e te whānau o Oaklynn,
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou ki to koutou whānau hoki.
As we find ourselves in Week 11 of lockdown we remind ourselves that in these tough times we will
do well as long as we continue to be kind and be there for each other.

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa. Let is keep close together, not far apart

How can we help?

We are very aware that this length of time in Lockdown can put extra strain on families. Living with
these restrictions can be very upsetting for our tamariki and rangatahi.
If you need help please reach out and we can try to support you.
For any need - no matter how big or small please contact manaakitanga@oaklynn.school.nz

Partial Reopening of Schools

As you may be aware  Minister Chris Hipkins has announced an indicative date of 15 November for the
return of year 1 - 8 students in Alert Level Three zones.
We thought that some of you might be wondering how this might affect you and your whānau and
Oaklynn - so thought an update on this would be helpful.

The Minister has instructed the Ministry of Education to work with the sector to come up with options
for what this will look like. Auckland School Principals - including those from Specialist Schools like
Oaklynn are shaping the ‘return to school’ advice.

We know this will be great news to some and cause others angst and concern.
At Oaklynn we welcome the announcement from the Minister and are looking forward to working
alongside the Ministry of Education to develop a pathway for reopening in a safe manner that will meet
the needs of our ākonga and whānau. TO BE HONEST - we have very little idea as to what that might
look like yet. We do know it will take some time and some tight organisation.
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There are factors that need to be considered:
- Our partial return to school will be highly dependent on the availability of our own staff.
- The majority of our staff are support staff with children - their availability will depend on what

the partial return looks like in their own children’s schools.
- Health status of staff

What are we doing now?
At this point in time we are beginning to survey staff as to their current situation as we need clearer
information on exactly how many of our staff have a) a health condition or b) primary aged children that
they need to care for.

Next week we will:
- begin collecting some information from you about what your whānau needs or preferences are in

terms of return to school. We imagine there might be some families who do not want to return
their child / young person and others who do.

- Begin to make plans based on the information we have.

Level 3 onsite programme

The Ministry of Education has stated that schools may have a very small number of students attend an
on-site programme if they don’t have an appropriate carer at home.
Oaklynn has accepted a small number of students to return to school this week because either;

- Both parents / carers are essential workers and there is no appropriate care at home OR
- They are no longer able to keep their child or young person safe at home.

If you are unable to safely supervise your child or young person at home
please contact me directly on principal@oaklynn.school.nz
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Support for whānau

Link to Disability Connext site - here

MANAAKITANGA

Manaakitanga is one of Oaklynn’s core values - it is a beautiful concept from Te Ao Māori (Māori world)
and means “hospitality, kindness, generosity, support - the process of showing respect, generosity and
care for others”.

It makes a difference
The support from the wider Oaklynn community really makes a difference to our whānau - two mums
recently shared their comments;
NF: “It feels so good knowing that Oaklynn's team will come every week to check up on me to see how
I'm doing. The food and the resources for my kids are a great help. You guys are the best!”
ST: “I just rang wanting to say thank you for the box of food and goodies you left for us. We truly
appreciate it.”

AROHA - OVER AND ABOVE
This week we would like to highlight how some of our staff have extended their aroha to our families.
One of our teacher aides has connections with a bakery and delivered piles of fresh bread to go out with
the food parcel last week and several staff in the Juniors made some extra special treats to be shared
with our families - thank you for your generosity and your mahi - you know who you are and you make us
very proud!

https://disabilityconnect.org.nz/parents-zoom-support-group/


All staff interacting with learners or whanau will be vaccinated

The Board of Trustees has agreed unanimously, that in order to provide a safe environment for our staff
and learners any staff having face to face interaction with any learner or whānau associated with our
school will have been doubly vaccinated.
We believe this is the most proactive and preventative action we can take to keep our vulnerable
learners safe.
This applies to:

- Supporting the onsite Level 3 programme
- If and when we return to school this term
- Any orthotics / physiotherapy clinics
- Any other activity where staff come into close contact with learners and their whānau

Staff will also have returned a negative test result prior to coming in to work or doing any of the above
work for the first time.

Noho ora mai
Louise Doyle
Principal
Oaklynn School

Upsize your reo

Te reo used in our updates In english

Kia ora e te whānau o Oaklynn, Hello to the family of Oaklynn



Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou ki to koutou whānau hoki. Many greetings /wishes to you all and we hope your family is
well.

Tamariki Children

Rangatahi Young adults

Whānau Family

Ākonga Learner

Manaakitanga hospitality, kindness, generosity, support - the process of
showing respect, generosity and care for others.

Mahi Work




